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Becoming the Kind of Worshiper
That God Seeks
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Discipleship Illustration
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The Life of Discipleship
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ÒWe envision a church in which: 

1) People are inspired to worship God with their 
whole selves, joyfully giving to Him all that He 
deserves Ð including their hearts, words, bodies, 
time, talent, and treasure, and

2) A church in which the Word and the Spirit are 
kept in equal balance, primarily experienced by the 
intelligent and practical teaching of the Word of 
God and the eager seeking of meaningful 
encounters with the Holy Spirit as governed by the 
Word.Ó
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John 4:19-24

Jesus Meets a Samaritan Woman

ÒSir,Ó the woman said, ÒI can see that you are a 
prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this 
mountain, but you Jews claim that the place 
where we must worship is in Jerusalem.Ó 
Jesus declared, ÒBelieve me, woman, a time is 
coming when you will worship the Father 
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.
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John 4:19-24

You Samaritans worship what you do not 
know; we worship what we do know, for 
salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming 
and has now come when the true worshipers 
will worship the Father in sprit and truth, for 
they are the kind of worshipers the Father 
seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must 
worship in spirit and in truth.Ó
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Worship in Spirit and Truth
Freedom From Restricting Rules
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The Non-Freedom of a Program
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What Really Matters to God
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Joe Horness

ÒWhat I think God cares about is the 
disengaged heart.  I do not think that he is 
particularly interested in our theories or 
techniques of worship except as they are 
e!ec tive in genuinely drawing hearts to him.  
Worship that is not heartfelt and authentic 
simply does not interest him.Ó
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Isaiah 29:13

ÒThese people come near to me with their 
mouth and honor me with their lips, but their 
hearts are far from meÓ
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John Piper

ÒWe cannot honor God if our hearts are far 
from Him.  The engagement of the heart in 
worship is the coming alive of the feelings and 
emotions and a!ections of the heart.  Where 
feelings for God are dead, worship is dead.Ó
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Psalm 100:2

ÒWorship the LORD with gladness; come 
before him with joyful songsÓ
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Psalm 32:11

ÒRejoice in the LORD and be glad, you 
righteous; sing, all you who are upright in 
heart!Ó
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Freedom Within Boundaries
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1 Corinthians 14: 26-28

ÒWhat then shall we say, brothers? When you 
come together, everyone has a hymn, or a 
word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or 
an interpretation. All of these must be done 
for the strengthening of the church.  If anyone 
speaks in a tongue, twoÐor at the most threeÐ
should speak, one at a time, and someone 
must interpret.  If there is no interpreter, the 
speaker should keep quiet in the church and 
speak to himself and God.Ó
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1 Corinthians 14: 39-40

ÒTherefore, my brothers, be eager to prophesy, 
and do not forbid speaking in tongues. But 
everything should be done in a Þtting and 
orderly way.Ó
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Matt Redman

ÒWorship is meant to be an encounter, an 
exciting meeting place where love is given 
and received in an unscripted manner.Ó


