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Introduction Ð A Powerful Force
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But what is human freedom?  
What does it mean to be truly free?
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Our God of Freedom
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"Therefore, say to the Israelites: 'I am the LORD, 
and I will bring you out from under the yoke of 
the Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves 

to them, and I will redeem you with an 
outstretched arm and with mighty acts of 

judgment.  I will take you as my own people, 
and I will be your God. Then you will know 
that I am the LORD your God, who brought 

you out from under the yoke of the 
EgyptiansÓ (Ex 6:6-7).
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ÒI am the LORD your God, who brought you 
out of Egypt, out of the land of slaveryÓ 

(Ex 20:2).
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"Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to 
loose the chains of injustice and untie the 
cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed 
free?Ó (Is 58:6).
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     ÒThe Spirit of the Lord is on me, because 
he has anointed me to preach good news to 
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
freedom for the prisoners and recovery of 
sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord's 
favorÓ (Luke 4:18-19).
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Christian Freedom
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Are You Living in Freedom?
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         We live in a world awash in fantasies of 
freedom.  We spend enormous sums of money 
and immense amounts of psychic energy on 
these fantasies.  We fantasize a free life based 
variously on power, on sex, on fame, on 
leisure.  Whole industries develop out of these 
fantasies.  Careers are shaped by them.  
Political movements are launched and fueled 
by them.
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       But the world we live in is conspicuously 
and sadly lacking in the experience of 
freedom.  The fantasies are barren: they give 
birth to nothing in word or deed.  For all our 
elaborate and expensive fantasies, the actual 
lives that most people live are Þlled with 
impotence, boredom, obscurity, and hassle.
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         Living in the land of the free has not 
made us free; we are a nation of addicts and 
complainers.  Being provided with freedom of 
religion has not made us free; coercive cults 
and enslaving superstitions continue to 
proliferate.
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       Assembling with people in church and 
listening to reining proclamations of 
freedomÑÒHe whom the Son sets free is 
free indeed!ÓÑhas not made us free.  Our 
churches are attended regularly by the 
inhibited, the obsessive-compulsive, the 
fearfully defensiveÑ enough of them to 
provide outside observers with a stereotype.
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The Lett er of Liberty
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ÒIt is for freedom that Christ has set us free.Ó
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     ÒIt is necessary to rouse awareness, to 
waken the spirit, because freedom is essential 
if all would be truly human,Ó writes Peterson.  ÒI 
am convinced that people settle for far too 
little in matters of freedom.  Christians, in 
touch with the God who grants us a freedom 
far richer than its political and cultural 
versions, are in the privileged but awesomely 
responsible position of pioneers of the free 
spirit, the free life.Ó


